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phyllin, two of extract of hyoscyamas, and two of soap. This pill also consti¬ 
tutes the best average dose for an adult. It will sometimes, however, be insuf¬ 
ficient in the subjects of habitual constipation, while for children one or two 
centigrammes suffice. When the three centigrammes do not prove sufficient, 
the dose may be gradually increased, or what is preferable, the pills may be 
given oftener, so that one is administered every twelve instead of every 
twenty-four hours. And when these do not suffice, it will be preferable, in 
place of increasing the quantity of each dose, to repeat the pill every eight or 
six hours. At the end of the third day, at latest, the effect will have been 
produced, it being also explained to the patient that the medicine is not in¬ 
tended to act as a purgative, but as a remedy against constipation, in order to 
secure the necessary patience. Stools once secured, the medicine mast ulways 
be administered at the same time of the day, and the patient acquire the habit 
of going to stool. Ten or fifteen days may be required for this purpose, and 
then the do3es must be gradually given at more prolonged periods ; so that, 
perhaps, a month altogether may be required to overcome the constipation.— 
Med. Times and Gaz., Sept. 19, 1874. 

8. Intravenous Injection of Chloral.— Notwithstanding the strong disap¬ 
probation expressed at the French Academy of Medicine and Society of Surgery, 
of this means or inducing nmesthesia (see No. of this Journal for July last, p. 
260), it has been employed (Med. Times and Gaz., Oct. 17th) by Professors 
Deneffe and Van Wetter, of the Ghent University, in eleven cases, and always 
with success. The duration of the procedure has varied from six to thirteen 
minutes, in two of the cases only having exceeded ten minutes. The quantity 
of chloral injected has varied from one and a half grammes to twelve grammes 
(water three parts, chloral one part), the state of absolute amesthesia having 
lasted from twelve to thirty-two minutes. In one cose it lasted three hours, 
but in that twelve grammes had been injected. In another case, wheu nine 
grammes were injected, it lasted an hour. After the completion of the opera¬ 
tions the patients slept for hours, or even for a whole day, with only inter¬ 
ruptions from time to time, lasting for some minutes. In none of these cases 
did any ill effect arise, while the patients were free from vomiting, even although 
they might have recently eaten; and insensibility is produced without the 
occurrence oT the stage of excitement which always precedes this in the ordinary 
mode of employing anxstbetics. These advantages, conjoined to the rapidity 
and certainty of the action of the chloral when injected into the veins in doses 
which can be exactly determined, lead MM. Or6, Deneffe, and Van Wetter to 
regard this method os very superior to the induction of anaesthesia by inhalation. 

Full particulars are given of Profs. Deneffe and Van Wetter’s last case in 
the Preen Midicnle Beige for October 4. In this the amesthesia was induced 
for the removal of cancerous disease of the rectum, the patient being in a very 
dilapidated condition. Profound anesthesia continued during two hours (seven 
grammes and a half of chloral having been employed); and two days elapsed 
before the patient had entirely passed out of the state of subsequent somnolence. 
No accident whatever occurred. 

9. Local Application of Tannin.—Hr. P. MlALL, Surgeon to the Bradford 

Infirmary, states (British Med. Jonm., Nov. 7, 1874) that he has used tannin 
for some years as a topical application in various diseases, rather as an astrin¬ 
gent than a styptic. To prepare it of full strength, an ounce oT perfectly fresh 
tannin roust be mixed with six drachms of water, in which it readily dissolves. 
The solution is a thick fluid, of the colour and consistence of treacle, which 
keeps much better than tannin itself 1 am in the habit of prescribing it as 
Martin’s solution, having learnt it from a paper by Mr. Martin in the British 
Medical Journal of March 20th, 1869. Mr. Martin recommended it as a 
method of converting living skin into leather. ... 

Most of the tannic acid found in shops contains a large proportion of gallic 
acid, and will not yield a very strong solution. But, if an ounce of old tannic 
acid be mixed with two ounces of water, a tolerably strong solution, which 
answers for many purposes, may be decanted off after subsidence. 
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The strong solution or tannin is a most powerful astringent, almost fret* from 
irritating properties. It is one of the best dressings for wounds—far superior 
to collodion, and even less irritating than the styptic colloid, which it some, 
what resembles. If applied by a brush and allowed to dry, it soon forms a 
pellicle which excludes the air, and gives ease to pain. It may be applied to 
almost any form of ulcer, and to wounds after amputations or other operations 
especially when not very deep. It answers well, for instance, after the opera¬ 
tion for hare-lip, painted over the pins and threads, in the same way as collodion 
is sometimes used. 

In a female, aged 26, the hair was caught between rollers and the whole 
scalp removed to within an inch of the left eyebrow and two inches from the 
right, round on a level with the tips of the cars to about the externul occipital 
protuberance, the periosteum being extensively removed at the vertex. There 
was much suppuration, followed by erysipelas. After three months, exfoliation 
of bone occurred, and skin-grafting was performed, first with eleven grafts, and, 
six weeks subsequently, with twenty-one. After varied treatment, antiseptic 
and other, little progress was made, till, nine months after the accident, strong 
tannin-solution was applied. Discharge and fetor diminished at once, and the 
healing process went on more quickly than before. Tenderness diminished 
and the general health improved rapidly for the first time since the accident.’ 
The wound, eighteen months after the accident, was about hair its original size 
and the discharge trifling. The patient does household work, weurs only a thin 
cap, and is little worse for the accident, generally or locally. 

Strong tannin-solution applied to the ulceruted skin or ingrowing toe-nail at 
once removes pain. After one application, the oflending corner of the nail may 
be reudily raised, a little lint inserted underneath, and the nail allowed to grow 
up. Among muny cases, I have in this way cured one in which evulsion, twice 
performed, had proved only a temporary remedy, the disease being reproduced 
each time the nail grew up. For cracked nipples, Martin’s solution diluted 
with an equal quantity of water, is the best application, und corresponds to the 
tannin-solution commonly used for this purpose. 

Enlarged tonsils may be reduced by daily brushing with Martin’s solution. 
1 his treatment, though vastly inferior to extirpation, or even to the upplica- 
tion ofpotassa cum calce, is painless, and therefore, in some cases, useful. 

Bleeding warts may be readily removed by this application, as also by the 
perchloride of iron. I have found the former to readily reduce the granulations 
from an unhealed umbilicus in an infant. 

Chronic phlegmonous erysipelas in the legs may be painted with it with 
great advantage. I have not found it so useful in acute erysipelas or erythema. 
As Mr. I bom as says, concentrated tannin drops are a useful remedy after 
the removal of polypi from the ear. I have known them to remove a small 
polypus without operation. They check discharge and remove fetor in chronic 
catarrh of the middle ear. 


10. Tannic Acid,as a Styptic.— Mr. T. Llewkiats says (British Med. 
Journal, Oct. -4, 18<4), in tannic acid we have a perfectly safe, non-irritntiug, 
easily portable remedy, and, moreover, one infinitely more cleanly than iron. 
Its action may be beautifully seen after abscission or the uvula or excision of 
the tonsils; when, if there be the least tendency to hemorrhage, a few slowly 
flowed sips of a saturated aqueous solution of tannin will immediately arrest 
nil bleeding and the cut surfaces will be seen glazed over with a thin pinkish 
coating, which is, m fact, a tannate of albumen. An atomized inhalation of 
tannin acts almost magically in many cases of hemoptysis; and there Is everv 
reason to believe that an injection, either in stream or spray, of a similar charac'- 
ter, would act as beneficially in postpartum hemorrhage as it does in the instances 
quoted. If iron or nitrate of silver be applied to a stump or bleeding surface 
which it is necessary to watch, or where one may have to apply a ligature, their 
use is very confusing, as a black spongy moss *is formed, almost impossible to 
remove. In such cases, and in all operations on the mouth and nose, or where 
ligatures are inconvenient or inapplicable, the use or tannin will be found most 
serviceable. Both my colleague Mr. Lennox Browne and I have used it with 



